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CHAITER XXXXVIIL
A Cramd of Bread Wakes a Loaf of Hupe.
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A ran s complete.  Deliver papers to
Ensign 'k v Perror, with aitidavit
as to sale Uy Gunera! pter Laove,  now um.lt-'l:
vlal, Washington, D, C. At your residenec; 5:30.

rusped as she ooa i e dnesning of
the message. For jusi a muiscn: she sl staring
dully ahead of her, dismay a p Arozen in
I.|r'nn-=, AY 030 the dmer foua) spy’s wurk
vould he vompleted and ber fazher ruined, Bur
n few hours nmd the stolen papers with the e of
Laubeque acseptaed, and Lmmanits donbitless
promized. woull be in the hands of the prosecu-
tlor.

She elenched her fists tightly together, pae-
ing up and down the floor of her suites, her pretty
teeth fostoned upon her under lig her \"-‘r_\"hﬂm.f
vibrant with protest at the horribie injustice of
it =il Tt must not be. It cduld not be. She
5‘““'7“"" sulddenly. If stionld nal he. ('ulmf_s' shee
erassed 1o the writing desk and added n line
theoneh the hour appeinted. earelully making an
eight of the five. She wanned the resuly of her
labars with knitted brows,

She iosed the pigeen, pointing him toward a
windaw which was upen. She kiew Loubeque was
prowing impatient from that sign. Furtively she
watehed the eager hands cluteh the bird and draw
him from view. The window slapped shut once
mure. s

Loubeque was there, just a few suites away
from her, was even now gloating with satisfoac-
tion over the fruitlon of his life's work. The
thought made her beat her flsts together against
the enforced waiting. She had never feit so ut-
terly impotent before. There seemed nothing
possivle o do but sit snd wait—wait—

Bui wait she could not and wopuld not do.
Sa few lours remain whervin to regain the pre-
clouz packet of pupers that she must be at work.
The papers weie but o few short suites away,
on the very same floor.

His residence she knew must mean the house
of mystery. the weird place of horrors, of sliding
staireases and folding rovms. That Loubeque
should chopse sueh a rendezvons showed how
plainiy he considered the last trick in the game
of his life plazed. how absolutely assured he now
was of absolute and final suecess. At five thirty,
Eusign Howell would be at that house. She had
three hours wherein o work. Dut the hours he-
tween—what of them? She could not endure in-
action at this moment,

With the thought she rose and moved toward
the door. ctosing it softly behind her, For a mo-
ment she hesitated in the hall, then stepped boldly
tg the suite of the spy. rapping upon the door.

CHAPTER XXXXIX.
The Butler-Thief Makes His Last Bid.

Hl'r:ﬂ LOUBEQUE, master of men and nations,

whose power wits so great the course of Em-
pires hslied st his spoken word of command,
moodily stared out his window after the carrier
pigeon he had just released, For forty years he
had bent every energy of his life for this day;
every hour of those forty years had contained a
dresm of his revenge so dear to his heart it had
ecaused him to redouble his energies. And now
that it had come, gomehow the sweet had turned
bitter upou his palate.

He stirred a bit upeasily in his chair. He
had almost been lulled to sleep by the spell of
the past that had woven itself for him. His mis-
sion was not yet complete.

Strangely cnoough, a tender smils played
about the corners of his hard mouth as he
thought of the girl upon the same floor with him,
the girl who was the image of the Lucille of forty
years ago, the Lucille who, at the climax of his
scheming, at his supreme moment when he had
possession of the papers stolen from General Love's
sufe, hud flown out to the speeding Pacific liner
and thenceforth through jungle, shipwreck, fire,
war, starvation bad continually thwarted him,
bhounded him when he held the upper hand and
defeated him time and again. No, not till the
actual transfer of the stolen papers and his affi-
duvit into the bands of the Ensign would he act-
ually know that Lucille had finally been beatep,

Lucille——— He murmured the name oyer
tenderly, even as his fingers plucked the precigus
picture of the girl's mother from his breast
pocket. He had treasured that picture above all
other possessions these forty years, yet now he
found himeelf regarding it merely as the likeness
of the daughter. Lucille the davghter of that
wiber Lucille of the long ago—

< He rose impatiently, ashamed of the mellow
moad that was upon him and moved across the
floor. The slightest swaying of the curtaims that
wonnected with she bed-room caught his eye. He
-1id not pause, did not even hesitate but a hard
look crept into his eyes. He resumed his seat
after a momenl, took his gloves from the table
sud busied himself strangely with them. A tap-
piog on the door made him frown impatiently,
*hLen puswer it, smiling to find Lucille, dressed for
the strect, confronting him.
@ “iiuce the mountain won't come to Mohamet,
Mubawet must go to the mountain,” she quotgd

"
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“Ihe mountain certainly knew of no desire” —
laughed the spy. frank plessure on his counten-
enee, “la it a walk you plunned —tea— 2 -
" “An l‘it‘l.l:'.ﬂrﬂl 1o luneheon,”” she returned,
and T wouder i1 it would be too mach tu ask
of you 1o see thal [.1'!{'_\' g]‘.‘t‘ e o pood machins
for the afternon 2

“1'I 'i'lf"'"“.. he respondsd, hardening instant-
Iy ot the shadow of displessure that crossel her
fuce. Evidently she wished to be rid of him. He
a:'nl_ll--!i to think of how olose the game was to
beiog finished. Somiehow, le could not getoany
aculs plegeure out of 0t uow he looked it thiis
smiling el gl pealized that precious few wonld
be the snalles dpon that face after he had fHoished,
_EIm:. pabiase 3 Why would bis mind persist i think.
ing of such thiegs. He bowed and repend g the
honr of their engagement us she tripped down
the hall. then desgined Lis sear st the (ahle

: From & drawer there he took a amall, tlin
mwirror which he slipped swiftly inzn the thup of
his glove, then placed the glove uppn his buad,
A grim expreszion was on his fave as e leuned
back in his chair once more, his eves fautened
upon the entrance 1o the bedroom s resealed 1o
him in the mirror even though his Luck wos
turned from that entrance. '

Hour dragged upon the heel of hour, chused
each othey out the room us though frighteusd of
the silent, motionless figure at the tao'e. Hago
Loubeque thok no account of time save lo make
The most of it when action was necessary and to
throttle it when delay seemed best suited tu his
purpose. Slowly the grev head of the man swayed
from sid= to side. He caught himselt u'urup.t!v.
Again his bead sank towuard his chest, this time
tu rempin there. Apparently Loubeque slept as
ke did everything else, soundly, yet with the least
possible ymount of effort.

The portieres swayed more and more heavily.
Grew the outlines of a huoman face soninst the
smooth velvet. Through the opening crept o pair
of furtive eyes. Slowly, slowly, the face of
Thowpsun showed. He did not bother to look at
the slumbercr, Before revealed himeelf he had
made sure that his old master slept soundly.
Bwift, cortain, sure, he moved heyond the curtains.
The thisf who had been selected by the areh-spy
to attend to his most important plan made no
sound. So soft his footfall it seemed he might
have wallked accoss the strings of n musical in-
struoment without a sigh rippling from them.

Closet, closer, a step at g time be advanced.
The hate haed weft his eyes, for there wis no tiwme
for hate when bent on business. Almost close
enough to reach out and rest a hand upon Lou-
beque's shoulder he was, when he halted, his
month dropping ladicrously open, his fest ap-
parently guiamed to the curpot, i fingers twitch-
ing uncertainly, his eyes fastened in amaze at
his own face a8 it stared back at him from the
tiny mirror in the gloved hand of Hugn Loubeque.

As Le recovered, his haod darting swiftly to-
ward his pocket, the sinister laughter of his mas-
ter broke the silence,

. "Reep the hand in the pocket, Thempson,
Keep it there or 1 shall be obliged to shoot and
muss the plece”

The Lutler-thief’s upper tip curled back from
his teeth, iving hitn the expression of an wngry
mongrel dog. All the secvile politeness had dis-
appeired from his manmer and his soul lay hure
upon his fave—the soul of a hyena with the heart
of a fox.

“And you thought to play with me" Lou-
beque murmured wonderiagly, mere 1o himself
than to his eaprive. “The man who koows me
better than anyone else thougiil te cawh Lou-
begue elieping, Yoo dared come near me after
the second affair”

Thompson seensed to gnin a Lt of courage
from the man's tope. Indeed, underlying the
words, was o self reptosch, a quers, a opedazele-
ment thiat he knew Huoeo Loabeque had pever felt
before, His hand sturind to eoeep from the pocket
of his enat but wn eoo, "atis Hittle gesture of the
spy's with the ting ¢ wtie i his palm parss
Iyzed those clever fingece

“No, no, my dear "Sompson. Don’t think 1
am getting old. If T bt jiad the time | <honld
strangle vou with these hands. They itch for the
feel of your throat cave more, Remanher the job
was not completed properly through no fanit of
my own. | have a little favor to ask von —"

The thief growled something inarticulate but
Loubeque smiled his moekery of an honest mirth
once more, toking the delight of a eat in playing
‘\Vitlt the monse it has eaptured and feightened
into partial inanition?

“You must pity me singe you think 1 have
grown feeble and old enough to continue to play
such pranks with me, don't vou now, Thumpwn‘.""

The man's eyes glittered venomously as he
fastened them upon the toes of his buots, disdain.
ing to answer.

“Certainly rou do and that is pleasing to an
old man wha is bréaking. Now, Thompaun, just
step to the telephone and eall yp the desk down-
stairs” He made o significant little gesture with
the revolver and the man hurriedly took down the
receiver, his face a pasty yellow.

“Say there is n hotel sneal thief in Mr.
Loubeque’s apartment waiting to he wrrested, Mr.
Loubeque has no time to make chorges now, but
will return shortly or meet the procession down-
stairs.

_ The recelver dropped clattering from the
thief's hand. Loubeque waved the auntomatic

hietly toward it and, as the pitiful eyes of his

ormer servant met his pwn, they read ng pity
there, nothing save a eold vindietive intent. The
trembling hand took sp the receiver once more
and, word by word, transmitted the message as
it fell like dey particles from the spy's lips, Then,
as though stung to uncontrollable rage by the
needless eruelty of bis punishment, Thompson
whirled toward him, words falling from his lips
in hot, unquenchable fary.

:"l‘urn me over, will yvou! Well, listen tp what's
coming to you when you do it I know'a thing
s

on know too much,” smiled the spy coolly.
“That is exactly the reason | am -!ium?x{g of—’:'

“And I know about her,” the thie"s hand
waved toward the corridor. “Maybe ! can't tell
& thing or two about you and her. What's she
doing here—wlat's the reason she got on the
Emp';;ﬂ and ftunk!lm you ever sinos —7"

e revolver slap inst the wopposite
wall as Laubeque ey it mb the mais Bead,
:otla:;Ing it with aia ;l_v'ing body, his frame crash-
ng the man te the floor, his T for
the vile mouth that apluturedﬂngn. i

“I ain't saying as what you amd me know—
TI'm a saying as what I cad tell and vwhat it1l
look like. at—"

_‘Loubeque turned -hls head soddenly,’ his ears
fairly peaked with the pagerness of his listening.
The raitle of the alevator outsile Teached His
:iut:; Iﬂa sprang to his feet, dragging the batler

“We must get ont,” he breathad hoazaely. “We
muet get away befare they come. I'IE-TN kill
you—Tfor this—"

Bwiftly the pair darted through the door and
down the hall. Lo ue hurriedly twisted the
knob to Lucille’s door, It flung open. With a gasp-

ing #ob of relief he dragged Thompson after him
and slupped the door shud, maintaining his hold
meantime, The furry of Tushing feet was in the
corridor. Breathless ke waited, listenming with
every nerve in his body.

Onee g puezled expression crossed his face as
a little feminine ery of fear and dismay reached
his cars, He heard a serumbling, rushing sousd,
the siappdog of a door, the jar of the elevator
cape, its rattling descent, then silence. He turned
to the trititorous sersioit,

Lucille Opened the Window and Slipped Inside,
Her Bosom Heaving Tumultuously ot Thiz Op-
portunity to Ssarch the Suite of Hugo Lou-

quc.

“And that iz what von would say—wounld
1ell?" Iis veice was not harsh. pmot even indig-
nant, merely corious,

“Thut's what,” Thompson straightened. a
tourh of braggadocio about his very flgure.

Slowly. inexorally the fingers of Hugo Lou-
beque resched out and grasped the man’s wrists,
Slowly, inexorably, hie pressed the cold metsl of
the antomatic into the pseiess palm. Slowly, in-
exorably that weapon-bearing hand waes lifted,
1fted until it pressed aguinst vie bhlueing lips of
the thief, then stopped. Loubeque's voice was
soft, purring, soothing.

“Open the teeth, my old friend—open them
or T knack them out. Put the gun inside your
mouth. It's simple—only a secopd—then u longer
trip than you've ever taken hefore Don't fight
it's useless—you should krow that. Surely you
won't resist snd malie it hard for your mnster.
Just think—if you don’t -1 might be called-—a
murderer—while-— i you follow Instroetions— it's
—just— suicide—""

With every syllable he vendered the wrists
of the struggling men more fecnte, forial the steel
muzzie of the gun more nho ore har-Liy agaiust
the tender gnms. As he pronnpteed his final
judgment, the judement e hoped wonld prove
that of n eoroner. the moifled shot bent nzainst
the walls of the room. Thowpeon writhed, then
straightensd. Doubeque Lild tightly to the wrists
nnkil rlgor ot ipped e nbovt the weabou

He ruse & rubhing his hands softly to-

lowl
gether ns though broshisg sway gsometlilng of-
fensively filthy. At thie

¢ hie Iooked baek and
smiled nt the silent Thisg that had bhus o moment
before heenr Man,

"Nt sa uld, Loubegue,” he murmured ; “not
g0 old, after ull.”

CHAPTER XXXXX

Lucille Finds Pavesdioupying Has Uors Dizad-
vanlages Than e,

nhenue's

aus o
the slightest (rifte when sbont the man, oucery-
ing that a8 he talked with her, his eyed were
fustened vpon the gloved band, Tostamtly 3¢ had
struck her as strange he shooi] wear o glova in
Lis room. Then sha ennght the veflection of his
eyes and saw the mirror flushing in that palm,
the eyes of the man watching the cuariains lesna-
ing to lis bed chamber. They swayed slighily.
Then she made her ndicus for she knew Loubeque
wias net slone,

In Wer own room she paced the door nerv-
onsly. What did it mean? Someone had satered
Loubegue's roouw, was spying upos him, and the
surreptitions presenee Unid been discovesed. The
vigitor was upder surveillanes. But who econld
that visitor be: what wis s motive?

Thompsoi Glihsan, Giieen  Thompaon e
awectheart anil the butlee tbief baty might have
motives for such an eutry. That it related to the
stolen papers she had no doubi. Sopprose thev
were taken by some other just @t this last mo-
ment. But the man hehind the curtains had
little if any chance agalnst Loubegae, now Lis had
dizcovered them,

Tt was nnt curiosity, merely the fized de-
termination to rup any und all rvisks befove alluw-
ing any move in the game cn this last any to be
outsige her knowledge that mude her ploce Lr
head outside the window. She heard (he mocking
voice of Loubegue but dimly—still it was his
voice and surcharged with menace. But how conld
she gnin an entrance, how see what was trans-

iring?

’ She quietly stepped to the fire escape. Two
high and wide ledges separaied her from the fire
encape outside the spy's suite. She looked down
and shndderad. Rlack bugs, bursta of vapor burst-
ing in their wake: tiny manniking walked about
below. She would not dare-—— Came remeig-
brance of herself walking scross vine ropes with
apepping will beasts beneath her. She dared
them —why not again? X

She dared not look down, dared not think,
dared Go pothing save heave a sigh of relief when
ehe found herself safe once more cuiside the
spy’s wisdew. 11 bud been easy after all. She
looked back and shuddersd then stooped and
peekied within the room, strangling a little ex-

gasion of rage aud shame as Thompson's threat
came to lier ears. Breatlilessly she walched the
men struggliog upon the floor, unable to under-

3 Lueille stood In the doorway of T
s room, her eyes always Keenly snsg

. The Girl of Mystery

stand the hurried retreat of both from the room.
She opened the window and slipped juside, Ler
bosom heaving tumultuously at this apuortunily
to search the was's suite,

The door slapped spen just as she was exe
ploring the drawer of the fable. She feit hersel!
seized by the wrists, uliesed @ ery of protest
and dismay and pleading. only ie luuk loto
strunge, brutal faces, the faces «f house detec.
tives and not the susdonically triendiv vne of
Louhegue,

“Nipped in the act " grated one of thew, us
he dragged her toward the door. *The caburet
dame, oo t"

Protesting, weeping, hysterical, Lucille was
dragged o the elevatos and buindhed i
[pable to think, 1o reason. sie wnly reslized the
Tull extent of her crliouity when the pvesn globe
belore the prim polive station lmed before Ler
eves, a4 she was rouphly ussisted frou the caub
and raken before the uniformed sedgeant belind
the desk,

She might have heen unconscious, so little
was she actually aware of what wag franspicins.
Acute, yet mercly subiocnsciously se. e Noew
she defended hessel! stoutly wgminst he charge
of beliz a hotel speak-thief, showing over five
thousaad ‘dollurs to plove she @id oot need W
stoop to such work, Bhe feyedizhly cited th
abviovs: ridicolousness of flugo Loubeque’s ik
fng such s charge sguinst bero ln explination
of her presence on the five vscupe, she had noth-
ing 1o suy. The serpeaut was frankly pussied,

Obvicusly this givl was nov & thief. The bril-
lHant fd=a struck him of summoring the Jeweler
from whom she oluitied to have received the
moner. Also the failire o produce Laulipeue
arpued henvily spnlust the tunse deteotive’s cacd,

And all the while Lucitle paced up oot dose
the ooy, white-faced, niiseral,
as she muttered over and ever again his oo
pal worry, {orgetful of the korrilile mess Lo
potien herself in:

“Flve thirty this afrernoon—Dnsign Howell
calls for the papers. Five thirty five 180y 1
must be thire—must be—must— must

Aund the station house elock gl
derision ut her, its hunds pointing foon
ward the bour of four.

CHAPTER XXXXXIL
An Encign Feeiz Hio Digaity Ofcaded.

IT lacked but fifteen minutes ootive befoin she

found Lerself apon the streey with the Jowoler
who hud ruslied to her assi=thnce gud, aiter o
short confvience with the olfidrs gl delevtiooe=
hat arrapeed ber release, persoanlly ngvoeioes to
rodave. her when desired, On the shivsals he
told her 1hat only his Kuowledee Of her (s
nge. her pussession pf the netRlace and Gt
speaking 1o whm before of the siulen papers ea-
abled Wiz 1o belicve her stove.

“1f you know Loubedue Luas the sapens,” e
derninded as & triouphant clineber 1o bis ex-
ordium, “why don't eall on o policemun 1o
profect you mud (0 resede thein™

Lueitle smilpd fainty st his ecumonpiyes
advice, renlizing tae absghute impossianli ol im-
prossing uoyune with the power of her cnems
Awd zbie mwst horey e the myaterivos house
whrre vn Howell was 1o call &t five thirty.
Even ns st thanked ler friond. Lidding him
good-Dre a: the oo f the oty éar, courhing
imputiently for the posses why' RKad soto-
moned §t, che potieed o polidenin Imjortantly
swinging Bis el sole symbol of guthiority, aud
thong! of the slim  chaiice he world  have
upriinst spy who mieht swiog ruleis to work
out His ends. Naop the dittle jeweler could meser
be nade 1o cnderstand.

I'furr'in':!:y ke sehrehed the streeis for the
nsysleriogs reside af Mege Lopbegue, Nothk-
ing muttered o b v, mhe did ot cre wha?
happened fo Ber, She wae ooeat—i figer cal
more savage than aoy she Gad epcocutessd dn
the jungle. for ther had failed and she would
pot foil in this, her lust attempt against the in-
ternutionsl spy.

She had tea minntes Isewas before the En-
sign wes due o el smple vppariunity if sue
had not forguviten asay details. of the wesage,
The honse was vicant. Just as shie had thooght it
woitld he, for Losbegue would nover trisr him-
self for a lose time to the pliee that Lud onee
been raitded. It would sufffee for this sloet bit of
business- thot was alll

She tersel? easily by the door, the
smuashed loek of the rading party ¢ havine
Deen ropis Swifily <hs rushed ool the
famiinr tomms, the slidiog ranms t helil s
poany horrible monseing thovgine for ter. With
Hehtning flagess she exnvined stidine  panels,
moving picture frames. b the deak drawer of the
spv she forwd a medimn sieed aviomatic, the
wlleteer still fustened on 11 She sheld a tear as
¢ quoved to the basement, for ihe gadlnut cap-
tnin of the tiner who hid lasr Wis Tif= throongh
one of these weavons while wuliivos ¢t pssist
her.

In the basement, ne she oxpieie!, she came
unon the system of levers that eontzelied the
intricate mochisery of the household, FPlainly
marked they all were, also the speed and velovity
with which the work might be done was ind.-
ented By o simple system of buttons.  Luocille
tested =evara! fiading they answered readily to
her topch, when s<he wvas uterripted by the
clanging of the beil,

The Inst et in the play was about to be be-
gun. Epsign Howell wao at the doot, unless the
epy had detecied hee triek in tampering with the
messagre ol the careles ron. All the weeks, the
months of perdl snd covation were things for-
gotten, things that hecd e us nothing agaiost
the work befare her now. Steadily she sscended
the stalrs.

Her rvight Rand, wiicl had been clasped the
reviolver concihicd be Ler eont, nnelusped,
and a =stoh of obsiods feied came froon her lips
as she opened the door to greet o young Ensign
i uniferm. She Jdid ne' vite know what sne
wonld imve éone Tmd it peen Loubegue,

“Posigst Howell?™ she murmured. fusd
prettily st the sdmiration and agtonisbuint o
the offier’s faen at belug grieted by suel o ovis-
jon. *1 am very sorey,” she wnrmnred hursiedis,
as he sturted to enter. “bnt Mr, Loabegue was
oblized to leave hurricdly. He left word that he
would surely be at any place convenient afier
eight furty-five™

“Any pivce convenient!™ The officer’s foncs
were niare of sxarprise than vexation.

“Toat 1=" ghe hesiiated, “where it would be
convenieul f5¢ & cudler oi boat of some sort 19
take him Lo the “error. That ma‘ter ia of sivch
imporance he does not eore——that is—"

The vounr man siraightened himself. his face
wearite un sapression of wounded diguity. Lucille
heaved a eigh of relief.

“Ihoat ia quite Mr. Loabeque’s privilege” he
snuppea. T shall write the address on a card
where toe cutter will jie o there can be wo
farther sistule”

Lucille aceepted the rard nepligently, hold-
ing her eyes averted that he might not rewd the
eestacy that fairiy flocded fhem. Ske watched
his rulevsstraigh! pack o= it disappenced down
the strest then elasped the eard Teverishly io
her breast. Whe first move had been wade and
ghe haed more thes taken e Yonors, High hope
best in aer heart becauss of the little vietory.
She snuypen her teeth tightiy shut, Yeg, the

pers vioed b ‘aken aboard the Tersor but
pot tn Hrgo icubegue. Neither would there Le
ary a¥davi: with them from the arch spy. Bha

Bee “Lucille Love" .1 motion pictures at Riverside Park tsnight and tomorrow night.—(Adv.)
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e slapied Lis et henstly upon the rabie
evising himself fo- 0 fuol thut sach 'h-.n_u.'!';l;
i uppress Wime Foreloiy he rocalled the duys
! West Point, the thoft of Lis swietheurs by
Sumgpter Love, his own diseraee and l'.‘.i.llil-‘in;l
atd the baed, bwreren 1ife that followed) Hate
wis King, had always been Liog and would be
vras el iy aishicakic very minuge

What, alieoet thee Busirn thit he did not come.
It was pict the thine appoited. That was most
l{., .-u." He siredy serioisly op amd down the
fluor. Nerves tichiesed within him, Could it
be—wns it presible that, after =2 —Piliaw ! Away
with =ach child's thongbte, de was 4 man had
Glways pioved more thad womoug’s work in the
Fline of I

Alon
Yeu, there were st gervants but they mast be

o Always had he been sloge. Susvents,

held i
eren nr Uhonny s

The

Ty st sompetimes be killed
B Deon ldlbed Phoson——
; b of the papera had been with
Hompent, atd oy Low very close the end had

he bt ler’s wiit. The Iey terror on thut
face at tad planesd buolk, eteboll itgelf
npoi his oot e shewnk wway from b, He
flunge et his hards i 4 wide |;‘~-|:1I|r-- od defianes
and slmoitnieonsy ihe foby pave wev violentiv
ln—pm_!h hint, I down with lightainye n';-.ce-.!.
bringing up vpos the taserpers floor with sueh

s ‘h.-” evemvining in the room wan overs
vhile he Kituself Jay balf stunrced sgainst

n e

the taide,
He sinzgered nwvav, finling himself so wenk
aad dozed he was oblieed 1o etnteh ths tahle ados

to keep Troon topning gver,
ROFE Lo wil pgtivss T
prew #s aven and his
their clitel, Mo stage
the lmincinent wall, He ' TOIrE, -
tering a little ory of delight. 11s bands en-
connteted the lighr eofioh. instinetively pressing,
The room was n flood of vellow lizht a0 1
center of whivh, slowiy weireatinog woward ilie
tvnoel  exit from the low VI ~eor pointed
3 : i
#teadify ot him with eves sighring ohind the pe-
vohver tht were: haedee thnn 1he clvnr of
wetzl stood Loeeille Love, the peecions naclet of
papers in Hep haod, the flugers of which olutehed
them in a deathedelyineg srip,

Slowly, without u wordl shie disappenred from
view, depurted 63 wbruptly, ss upexpectedly as
she hod appeared. woking use of the ape's ine
genuity to turn it asaiust him in this, his
greoteet bho For o mmoment be coald not think
or dp anyihing, then he dapted townr! (he tun-
nell. staggering  tmek. uws o owhite Lot iron
seared his brow cven as an orange spurt of fawe
leaped wvut the durkness at hi,

He could wor charge that wuay. He dashed
tothe stairvs, rushing ot the or e, hatiess, wild,
dichevelled. An pvtomnbile stond be Jore the door,
Lie directed it wilily taward the tuinel entrance,
-'.:-|-‘=\im_- there barely in thae 10 sop Lucille step
Saide another wotor car amd dirt forvard like
& living thing. - -

Helpless, hopeloss, et fghtineg on with bull
doz frincity, Yonbegre eontivued the chuse. Times
Lo woild loge her anly to piek the ear up again
. the mest ubexpeeted places Theny for o full
e minatess along the water front, she disap-
‘:""'I‘l“?. .

\ husky, irate chauflene steppad befors Lis
driver am] shonmed open the Jdaor,

“Hey, yoitse,” he banled anerily, “whatta ruh
mean chasin® o tohiy Ve daio )

Lovbegae did nor susver. Tnistead he pat a
question, snapping it in i toae of auihority thas
muade even the tian oringe. =

“Where i she go?”

Fhe driver passed him a griony -ard. The in-
ternutional spy urned it over in bis haud, read-
ing the address upon it and markicg that (v was
not o blook away. On the olweise side he read
Eusien Howell's name. The chauffenr was poiat-
ing out upon the hurbor, Lovbeque looked, maci od
the stim figure of Lucille standing upright in the
briskly-manned cutter approaching the bicz ship.
A :-[ll’l'l. of white futtered iu her hands, 1t
dropped, The hapds themsehoes flung out fare-
well 10 him and, as the big ship slowly disap~
peared. Teaving lu it wake but a whir! of rush-
ing witer, he tuined away.

His shoulders ¢« wmed to have stumped in the
half bour, his face tu hpave undergine o chiseling
provess by the seulptor Suffering. He tiurhed uway
slowlv. A smile crossed his fnce

“That aust be her handkerehief emming in”
cried the chauffeur, rushing down and rescuing
the filmy bit of lace.

Loubieque took it, patsing the mun a banlk
pnote. When Le entered the machioe, be buriced
his face in it still swiling.

(Continued Nexlt Week.)
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